
  St Joseph’s EYFS Skills Coverage   -    Subject Area:  ART 

 Nursery Reception 

Statement In practice Statement In practice 

Artistic 
Skills  

Explore different materials freely, to develop 
their ideas about how to use them and what 
to make. 
 
Develop their own ideas and then decide which 
materials to use to express them. 

Self-portraits  
Two step processes 
School Art Days – themed  
Imaginative work  
Observational drawing  
2D and 3D  
Painting at an easel  
Large & small scale  
Dough table  
Creative Table  

Explore, use and refine a variety of 
artistic effects to express their ideas 
and feelings.  
Return to and build on their previous 
learning, refining ideas and 
developing their ability to represent 
them.  
Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, 
resources and skills. 

Colour mixing  
Self-portraits- All about me  
School art days 
Large scale art work- working 
together  
Sharing and talking about our art 
work with the class  

Media  Create closed shapes with continuous lines and 
begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 
 
Draw with increasing complexity and detail, 
such as representing a face with a circle and 
including details. 
  
Use drawing to represent ideas like movement 
or loud noises. 
 
Show different emotions in their drawings and 
paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 
 
Explore colour and colour mixing.  

Colour  
 warm and cold 
 mixing – hands  
 shades of a colour  

Playdough 
Chalks  
Paints (various kinds) 
Collage  
Junk modelling  
Outdoor art  
Weaving  
Printing  
Using nature  
Marbelling  
Mixed media to create 
desired effect  
Faces/self-portraits 
 

 Outdoor art 
Self-portrait from natural 
materials  
Observational drawings  
Clay modelling  
Junk modelling 
Chalks  
Water coloured paints / ready 
mixed paints  
Using mixed media and having a 
range of materials and tools  

Artist   We are artists!  
School art days –themed 
Exhibitions  
Nursery focused artists 

 Matisse 
 Van Gogh  

 Focused artists throughout year-  
 Wassily Kandinsky 
 Jackson Pollock 

Whole school Art days  

 
Each EYFS Classroom provides quality Continuous and Enhanced Provision within a safe, fun and happy environment.                                                            
Teaching and learning is child-centred, meeting the needs and interests of our children, as reflected in our skills based planning.                                                           
High quality modelling and use of language are key with communication and language being highly valued. 


